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1- Applicant's arguments, see the remarks, filed 10/21/04, 
with respect to the rejection (s) of claim (s) 1-36 under Akihiro 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground (s) of rejection is made in view of 
Ejima et al (US 2001/0012065) and Komatsuzaki et al (US 
6, 137, 960) . 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 37, 12, 13, 15, 38, 23, 24, 26, 39, 34, 40, 
35, 41, 36 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Ejima et al. 

With regard to claim 1, Ejima et al discloses in Figs. 1-3, 
an electronic digital camera that comprises the camera body (a 
camera body is shown in Fig. 2), optical system (control lens 3, 
[0044] , display device (LCD 6 is positioned on the rear panel of 
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the camera an at the top portion, [0044] ) , and first cover 
device (LCD cover 14 , [0046]). 

With regard to claim 2, Ejima et al discloses in Figs, 1-3, 
an electronic digital camera that comprises the first cover 
device including a cover member (LCD cover 14 comprises a cover 
panel that is slidably actuated between open and closed 
positions) . 

With regard to claim 4, Ejima et al discloses in Figs. 1-3, 
an electronic digital camera that comprises the first cover 
member is configured to actuate a power switch to the camera 
(arm member 14A of panel 14 is used to activate the camera 
power, Figs. 6a-6c, [0057]). 

With regard to claim 37, Ejima et al discloses in Figs. 1- 
3, an electronic digital camera that comprises the cover member 
being generally planar (panel 14 of the cover is a planar 
surface) . 

Claims 12, 13, 15 and 38 recites what was discussed with 
respect to claims 1, 2, 4, 37. 

Method claims 23, 24, 26 and 39 correspond to apparatus 
claims 1, 2, 4, 3 7 and are analyzed the same as discussed with 
respect to apparatus claims 1,.2, 4, 37. 

Claims 34, 40, 35 and 41 recite what was discussed with 
respect to claims 1 and 37. 
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Method claims 3 6 and 42 correspond to apparatus claim 1 and 
37, and is analyzed the same as discussed with respect to 
apparatus claims 1 and 37. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made . 

Claims 3, 14 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ejima et al. 

With regard to claim 3, Ejima et al disclose all the 
subject matter as discussed with respect to claim 1, except that 
the cover member is configured to be latched in the open and 
closed positions, and is configured to be spring biased. 
Official Notice is taken that a cover configured to be latched 
in the open and closed positions, and is configured to be spring 
biased so as the cover can be open and close automatically upon 
an activation applied on the cover. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
LCD cover 14 of Ejima et al so as to obtain a cover being 
configured to be latched in the open and closed positions, and 
configured to be spring biased because the modification of the 
Ejima cover would allow a user automatically to open and close 
the cover upon a slight activation on the cover with the 
assistance of the latches and springs. 

Claim 14 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

3 . 

Method claim 25 corresponds to apparatus claims 3 and is 
analyzed the same as discussed with respect to apparatus claim 
3 . 

4. Claims 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 16-20, 22, 27-31 and 33 are 
rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ejima 
et al in view of Komatsuzaki et al . 

With regard to claims 5, 6, 8 and 9, Ejima et al disclose 
al the subject matter as discussed with respect to claim 1, 
except that a second cover device is configured to cover the 
lens and slidably actuated between an open and closed positions. 

Ejima et al does not explicitly disclose any cover device 
to cover shooting lens 3. However, Komatsuzaki et al teaches 
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using box-like case 12; where the case 12 is slidable between 
open and closed position. When the case is in a closed position, 
the case also covers the taking lens 3 and the flash unit 5. As 
the result, it is convenient to a user that can close or open 
display 13 and lens 3 at the same time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the LCD cover of E j ima et al as the same fashion as disclosed by 
Komatsuzaki et al so as to obtain a second cover that cover 
shooting lens 3 . 

With regard to claim 7, Ejima et al in view of Komatsuzaki 
et al discloses al the subject matter as discussed with respect 
to claim 5. Noticed that in the combination of the second cover 
device and LCD 14 utilize the same arm 14A that is configured 
to actuate a power switch to the digital camera. Therefore, 
when the second cover is moved from a closed position to an open 
position arm 14A also actuate the power switch to the LCD of 
electronic camera.' 

With regard to claim 11, Furthermore, Ejima et al discloses 
lens 3 is located in the upper edge of the camera body and the 
movement of the cover is in vertical direction. Noticed that in 
the combination of Ejima et al and Komatsuzaki et al the box- 
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like cover would be slidable in a vertical direction so as to 
cover the LCD and the lens • 

Claims 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 recite what was discussed with 
respect to claims 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

Claim 22 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

11. 

Method claims 27-31 correspond to apparatus claims 5-9 and 
are analyzed the same as discussed with respect to apparatus 
claims 5-9. 

Method claim 3 3 corresponds to apparatus claims 11 and is 
analyzed the same as discussed with respect to apparatus claim 
11. 

5. Claims 10, 21, and 32 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to suggest or disclose: 
With regard to claim 10, a digital camera comprises a 
second cover device that is configured to cover the lens, 
wherein the lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of 
the camera body and the second cover device includes a member to 
cover and uncover the lens by sliding in a horizontal direction 
at the upper edge of the front of the camera body. 

With regard to claim 21, a digital camera comprises a 
wherein the lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of 
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the camera body and means for covering the lens includes a 
member to cover and uncover the lens by sliding in a horizontal 
direction at the upper edge of the front of the camera body. 

With regard to claim 32, a method for protecting a digital 
camera, the digital camera including an optical system having a 
lens positioned on the front of the camera body, comprise the 
lens is arranged at an upper edge of the front of the camera 
body and the second cover device includes a member to cover and 
uncover the lens by sliding in. a horizontal direction at the 
upper edge of the front of the camera body. 

6. This Office action is not made Final since new grounds of 
rejection applied to the claims. 

7 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Christensen, can 
be reached on (703) 3 08-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 872-9306 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




TUAN HO 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 



